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CONTRA DANCE BENEFITS COMMUNITY CENTER FUND 
MISSOULA -
A contra dance will be held at The University of Montana Saturday, Nov. 2, to benefit 
the Community Center Fund, a grassroots effort by local citizens and nonprofit organizations 
to develop a gathering place in Missoula that is accessible, affordable and adaptable.
The Town and Gown Contra Dance will take place from 8 to 11 p.m. in the University 
Center Ballroom. A pre-dance workshop will be held at 7:30 p.m. for beginning contra 
dancers. The dance costs $4 for Missoula Folklore Society members and UM students and $6 
for the general public. Additional donations to the Community Center Fund are welcome.
Greasin’ the Skids will provide music for the event, and Rab Cummings will call the 
dances. Participants are welcome to wear their Halloween costumes if they can dance in them 
without creating a hazard.
Contra dancing is an American folk dance that grew out of the tradition of dancing in 
barns. The dancing is done in two long lines, where dancers face one another. Experienced 
contra dancers say the dances are fun and easy to learn, and they instruct beginners during 
every dance.
The event is co-sponsored by UM’s Environmental Studies Program, English Language 
Institute, Environmental Action Community, Office of Foreign Student and Scholar Services, 
and the Missoula Folklore Society.
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